ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

'Well, gentlemen, there is a little short woman
at our house who is probably more interested in
this dispatch than I am; and, if you will excuse
me, I will take it up and lot her see it,' On
May 19, 1860, he received a delegation from the
convention charged with the duty of acquaint-
ing him formally with its decision. They came
to his house, and after some pleasant con versa*
tion he astonished and disappointed some of the
party enthusiasts by ottering them a glass of
water to celebrate the occasion* Lincoln drank
no spirits or wines, and he did not smoke. It was
a check on conviviality as ordinarily understood
and practised in political circles of that day.

To the three candidates already mentioned,
there was to be added a fourth. On May 9, the
day on which the Illinois Republicans had held
their state convention at Dccatur and had de-
cided to support Lincoln, there bad met, also
in Baltimore, the convention of a new party,
the Constitutional Union party. Its programme
was 'the Constitution of the Country, the Union
of the States and the enforcement of the laws/ It
proposed to ignore the question of .slavery. It
was composed of the conservative members of
most parties, who desired to avoid extremes and
who vsaw safety for the Union in an attempt to
ignore the issue which so violently divided the
other parties* The Constitutional Union
nominated John Bell, a Senator from Tennessee,
for the Presidency.
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